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FÉILE AILTIREACHTA 2025 / ARCHITECTURE KERRY 2025

Architecture Kerry celebrates Kerry’s built
environment. The festival is funded by the
Heritage Council, Creative Ireland, National
Built Heritage Service, the Department of
Housing, Local Government and Kerry County
Council, and features free talks, exhibitions,
guided tours and children’s events.

It showcases the extraordinary built environment on offer 
in Kerry and is open to people of all ages.

The vision behind Architecture Kerry is to show why good
architecture, design and vibrant public spaces are vital to
our quality of life.

architecture.kerrycoco.ie
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / SEMINAR

Peripheral Vision
VeNue: st. James’s Church, Dingle  V92 Dn29
BOOKING VIA: eventbrite.com

The Architectural Association of Ireland (AAI), in partnership with Architecture Kerry,
is delighted to present Peripheral Vision, a symposium examining architecture built
in the margin, projects built on or within places of periphery, edge and in-between.

panelists including peter Carroll, A2 Architects, Nicci Brock, Brock Finucane Architects, Tadhg
Casey, Tadhg Casey Architects, and Stephen Foley of Foley Architects, will present some recent
work, followed by a discussion moderated by architect and former AAI president Orla O’Kane.

nicci Brock
Brock Finucane Architects

Tadhg Casey
Tadhg Casey Architects

Peter Carroll
A2 Architects

stephen Foley
Foley Architects

seminar |  THurSDAy 25th SepTemBer 2025 |  6.30pm

2025
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MUCKROSS TRADITIONAL FARMS, 
MUCKROSS HOUSE, KILLARNEY, V93 CK73

Admission FREE |  No Booking Required

THE IRISH GEORGIAN SOCIETY, KERRY COUNTY COUNCIL AND THE TRUSTEES 
OF MUCKROSS HOUSE, CLG WITH FUNDING FROM THE HERITAGE COUNCIL, 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND HERITAGE, 
CREATIVE IRELAND AND THE NATIONAL BUILT HERITAGE SERVICE.

Kingdom
of Skills

Traditional Building Skills
Demonstrations, 
Conservation Talks & 
Children’s Craft Workshops

2025

demonstrations of Traditional ironwork, lime, Joinery, stone carving, stone Walling, roofing,Thatching, sign Writing, Brick Pointing
& more

Fri 26th 
& Sat 27th 
September
10am-5pm daily

FREE
ADMISSION

Includes
Muckross House & TradiTional FarMs

A weekend of Traditional Building Skills 
Demonstrations & Conservation Talks for 
everyone interested in period buildings, 
architectural conservation and traditional 
building skills.
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / KINGDOM OF SKILLS

SATURDAY 27th SEPTEMBER / 

10am    muckross and the Heritage Council’s 
               museums standards Programme ireland 
                 Dr Patricia O’Hare, Research and Education 
                 Officer, Trustees of Muckross House 
                 (Killarney) CLG.

11am    Valentia slate: Understanding the 
               History, Characteristics and Use of 
               Valentia slate in Historic Buildings 
                 Dr Aidan Forde, Director, Valentia Slate

12 noon  recognising apotropaic (protective) 
               symbols on our irish architecture 
               & artefacts: Work in Progress
               Dr Claudia Kinmonth, MRIA, FSA, MA(RCA) 
                 Furniture & Art Historian

1pm      an exploration of Kerry’s Designed 
               Landscapes
               Victoria McCarthy, Heritage Officer and 
                 Architectural Conservation Officer, 
                 Kerry County Council

2pm      Historic Windows of Kerry: Their 
               significance, History & Conservation
               Dr Nessa Roche, Senior Architectural Advisor,
                 National Built Heritage Service, Department 
                 of Housing, Local Government & Heritage

3pm      Understanding and minding Kerry’s 
               Vernacular Buildings
               Dr Barry O’Reilly, Architectural Conservation 
                 Advisor, NIAH, National Built Heritage Service,
                 Department of Housing, Local Government 
                 and Heritage

4pm     irish Thatched Houses: Kerry’s regional 
               styles & materials with Case studies of 
               their Conservation Karol O’Mahony, 
                 Grade II RIAI Conservation Architect

FOr FurTHer INFOrmATION www.igs.ie Or CONTACT 
Emmeline Henderson, Irish Georgian Society  T. 01 679 8675 |  emmeline.henderson@igs.ie
Victoria McCarthy, Kerry County Council  T. 066 718 3793 |  vmccarthy@kerrycoco.ie

FRIDAY 26th SEPTEMBER / 

10am    The importance of Using Lime in Historic 
               Buildings 
               Tom McGimpsey, committee member of the 
                 Building Limes Forum Ireland & Grade I 
                 RIAI Conservation Architect

11am    maintaining Traditional skills & Traditional
               Buildings 
                 Tríona Byrne, Architecture Officer, 
                 The Heritage Council

12 noon  energy efficiency in Traditional Buildings:
               Planning implications and Grant aid 
               Carl Raftery, Architectural Conservation Advisor,
                 National Built Heritage Service, Department of 
                 Housing, Local Government and Heritage

1pm      LaUnCH oF KinGDom oF sKiLLs
               by Virginia Teehan, Ceo
               The Heritage Council

2pm      Killarney national Park: Culture, Heritage 
               & Biodiversity skillsets
                 Eammon Meskell, Divisional Manger, 
                 National Parks and Wildlife Service.

3pm      The national inventory of architectural 
               Heritage (niaH) and the Buildings of Kerry
                 Damian Murphy, Architectural Heritage Officer,
                 NIAH, National Built Heritage Service, Dept. 
                 Housing, Local Government and Heritage

4pm      nature Within Walls: reconnecting the 
               Built environment with the Living World
               Eleanor Turner, Biodiversity Officer, 
                 Kerry County Council

NBHSNBHS An tSeirbhís Oidhreachta 
Tógtha Náisiúnta 
National Built
Heritage Service
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / KINGDOM OF SKILLS

Friday 26th september
10.00am to 1.30pm

For more information on this free community event please visit the Irish Georgian Society’s website's
events page: www.igs.ie

with

oisin Creagh
mary o’Connell
Karol o’mahony

The clinic will give homeowners the opportunity to have an initial 
45-minute discussion about their project with a specialist Conservation
Architect, with experience working with historic buildings. Advice is for
conservation-led repairs only. extensions or new builds are not covered, nor are
conversions of non-residential buildings. The scheme is open to owners of historic
dwellings in designated Architectural Conservation Areas only.

These clinics are by appointment only. email architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie to book your place. 
places are allocated on a first come first served basis. How applicants can make the most of their 45min
appointment: 

•  Be able to clearly describe your property type (cottage, terraced house, etc.) 

•  Be prepared to give details about your concerns (damp, heating, light, etc.) 

•  Bring photos of the site, building interior and exterior, any outbuildings, etc. 

•  Bring along a floor plan if available and know roughly the dimensions of rooms.

•  you should also be able to find your building quickly on google maps/street view in case this is 
    needed. 

•  Consider any other issues such as land access, overlooking buildings, protected status of the 
    structure, etc. 

•  you may find it useful to write out some notes for yourself to act as points of discussion

                                     Scan the QR code to determine if your property is located within a designated 
                                     Architectural Conservation Area.
                                     For bookings for the conservation clinics, please email                                               
                                 architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie

Kingdom
of Skills

CONSERVATION CLINICS



saturday 27th september 2025 
CHiLDren’s WorKsHoPs

Friday 26th september 2025 
WiLLoW BasKeT maKinG WorKsHoP For aDULTs (CHILDreN WeLCOme TOO) 

Please arrive at the Irish Georgian Society’s stand in the Old School House at Muckross Traditional Farms 10
minutes prior to workshop start time. Places allocated on a first come first served basis. Please wear old clothes.
• Please be advised that children’s parents/guardians must remain with children for the duration of the
workshop.

For more information on this free community event please visit the Irish Georgian Society’s website's
events page: www.igs.ie

WorKsHoP 1:  PainT a Pane
10.30am (1 ½ hour) | Age: 8-18 years
Join Kerry based stained-glass maker and
conservator Glynn palmer of palmer Conservation
as he sets out the tools and techniques employed
in painting stained glass the traditional way.  each
child will be provided with a pane of historic glass
which they will paint and bring home with them at
the end of the workshop. Old clothes essential as
using indelible paint. 

WorKsHoP 2:  CreaTe & CarVe 
12 noon (1 hour duration) | Age: 8-18 years
make your mark in stone with sculptor and master
mason, philip Quinn of Stonemad. Learn about the
different types of stone (such as sandstone,
limestone and slate) that are used to build and
adorn Kerry’s heritage buildings. In this workshop
children will have the opportunity to inscribe their
initials in stone using traditional methods and
materials and bring their finished piece home with
them.

WorKsHoP 1: 11.00am-12.30 noon |  WorKsHoP 2: 3.00pm- 4.30pm
Join Kerry based traditional basket maker, Diane Southey of Saille Baskets to make bird feeders by weaving
traditional saille (willow) rods. This workshop is suitable for both adults and children over 8. If children
participating, then an adult needs to stay for the duration of the workshop as secateurs are used. 
All participants get to take their bird feeders home with them. 

WorKsHoP 3:  BUiLD a BriCK
1.00pm (1 hour) | Age: 8-18 years
Join master craftspersons from  Nolans Group
Conservation & restoration  to make your own
brick. using traditional techniques each child will
make and model their own miniature brick which
they can initial and take home with them (unfired).
Old clothes advised as children will be working
with wet clay.

WorKsHoP 4:  WeaVinG WiLLoWs 
2.00pm (2 ½ hour) | Age: 8-18 years
Join Irish basket maker martin O’Flynn to hand
weave willow rods into a boat basket. Sharing his
40 years of experience as a basket maker, martin
will teach the techniques of these weaves using his
own heritage variety willow, grown and hand cut
in West Cork. you’ll take home your creation and
the knowledge of basic willow weaving
techniques. • parental supervision essential as
secateurs will be used for this workshop. 

Kingdom
of Skills

FREE Craft Workshops
Delivered by the Irish Georgian Society, Kerry County Council and 
the Trustees of Muckross House, CLG. Funded by Creative Ireland.

7
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / SEMINAR

KErry ArCHAEoloGICAl & HISTorICAl SoCIETy, UCD & DÚCHAS An DAInGIn

The Massacre at Dún an Óir: History, 
Literature, Archaeology, Béaloideas
VeNue: an Díseart, Dingle  V92 VW74
BOOKING VIA: eventbrite.com

2025

Join us for a day of talks from notable historians, archaeologists, folklorists, poets and literary
critics on the notorious massacre that took place at Dún an Óir/Smerwick in November 1580.
The day will conclude with some poetry readings on the event.

ProGramme/CLár

9.30am                             Opening, Welcome/Fáilte

9.45am-10.30am           Dr Declan Downey (UCD) - ‘The Calvinist International 
                                                  and ‘The Anti-Christ’: Dún an Óir's Strategic Significance in 1580’

10.30am-11.15am         Dr Conor Brosnan - ‘Holy War in Ireland: The Massacre at Dún an Óir, 1580’

11.15am-11.45am        Coffee/Caife

11.45am-12.30pm        Fionnbar moore - ‘The Archaeology of the Dingle Peninsula 
                                                  in the late 16th century’

12.30pm                          Lunch (not provided)/ am lón

1.30pm-2.15pm             Prof. Jane Grogan (UCD) - ‘Irish Writers on Dún an Óir’

2.15pm-3.00pm:            seán mac an tsithigh - ‘Béaloideas Dhún an Óir’ 
                                           á léamh ag/to be read by Tomás L. Ó murchú (uCC)

3.00pm-3.30pm            Coffee/Caife

3.30pm-4.00pm             Closing roundtable/Open discussion

4.00-4.30pm                   poetry reading/Léamh dánta, le filí Bríd ní mhóráin agus Paddy Bushe

seminar |  SATurDAy 27th SepTemBer 2025 |  9.30-5.00pm
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / HISTORIC HOUSES OF KERRY

Muckross House

Killarney House

Derrynane House

Kerry’s Big Houses and their 
demesnes are a key component of the

county’s  natural, built and cultural
heritage. The legacy of their owners

and custodians enriches society’s
connection with Kerry. 

enjoy tours of Kerry’s Big Houses and
their estates during Architecture Kerry

2025 and explore the connection
between architecture and landscape. 

FOr FurTHer INFOrmATION:
architecture.kerrycoco.ie

2025

HISTORIC
HOUSES

of
KERRY

TOurS

ToUrs |  SATurDAy 27th & SuNDAy 28th SepTemBer



ARCHITECTURE KERRY / WORKSHOP
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WorKsHoP |  SuNDAy 28th SepTemBer 2025 |  1.45-5.00pm

Be an Architect for a Day
wITH BEn DEArnlEy

VeNue: an Díseart, Dingle  V92 VW74
BOOKING reQuIreD: bendearnley64@gmail.com

This 'Open Art Session' will use examples of the structural
architecture of An Díseart along with some images of local
iconic buildings, like the Gallarus Oratory, The Blasket
Centre, maybe even a modern home ...

Come and join international sculptor Ben Dearnley for this
hands on workshop where we will learn about some of the
core aspects of what it is to be an Architect. No previous
experience needed, just come and get Architectural! Create
your own designs to add to the afternoon’s ‘my Town-Land’
scale model and look at the personal aspects of being an
Architect for a day,  recognising Nature as one of life's
greatest architects. 

2025

FOr FurTHer INFOrmATION: architecture.kerrycoco.ie



ARCHITECTURE KERRY / EXHIBITION 
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eXHiBiTion  |  FrIDAy 3rd OCTOBer 2025 |  3.30pm

Re-imagining Caherdaniel 
wITH THE CorK CEnTrE For ArCHITECTUrAl EDUCATIon
yEAr 3 STUDIo: 2024-25
THe HeALTH OF THe COmmuNITy

VeNue: Derrynane House, Doire Fhíonáin mor, Cathair Dónall  V23 FX65

This exhibition and discussion present the work of year 3 students from the Cork Centre
for Architectural education. For most of the 2024-25 year, the year 3 students’ work was
focussed on South Kerry. All six Irish schools of architecture had been tasked with
undertaking a ‘health check’ mapping exercise on a local town, in our case Kenmare. 
The location was fortuitous as we had just been approached about the possibility of
proposing ideas to re-vitalise the village of Caherdaniel, further West along the ring 
of Kerry. 

There followed an enjoyable sojourn to both locations, initially to map various aspects 
of Kenmare and then to meet with the community in Caherdaniel and Coiste pobail
Cathair Dónall CLG. From this meeting the brief for the project - a ‘Village Centre’ - was
developed by the community members in collaboration with the students. Aside from
designs for a new ‘physical’ building within the village, the students were asked to
present a masterplan indicating their ideas for the future of the wider area. Albeit
hypothetical, such projects represent our efforts in CCAe to ‘co-design’ potentially live
projects in partnership with communities.

2025

FOr FurTHer INFOrmATION: architecture.kerrycoco.ie



ARCHITECTURE KERRY / SEMINAR
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The Spa & its Environs in
Tralee Bay: a social and 
cultural historic landscape
VeNue: Kerry County museum  V92 CXe3 

2025

This seminar aims to build on, refine and structure existing knowledge,
understanding and experience of the landscape of Tralee Bay to guide creative,
sustainable responses to the challenges of landscape change with sensitive,
effective planning, development and management.

seminar |  SATurDAy 4th OCTOBer 2025  |  10.00am - 1.00pm

Dr marc Caball - Life and Leisure in Tralee and the spa in the eighteenth Century
marc Caball's presentation explores aspects of everyday life and leisure in Tralee during
the eighteenth century and in the early nineteenth century. His talk will centre on aspects of
both elite and popular cultures in Tralee.

Helen o’Carroll - he Donovan Brothers of Frogmore and seafield
patrick Donovan, youngest son of the hardware merchant John Donovan, resided in Frogmore
for many years, while his eldest brother, Nicholas, made Seafield his home. This talk will explore
the role their houses played in the brothers’ personal and professional lives.

Peter Luddy & shane Kenny - Houses by the Bay: Domestic architecture and 
expressions of Class and identity in Tralee, 1700-1900s
The rich architectural heritage of Tralee Bay offers an important reflection on the socio-
economic, political, and cultural history of this place and the lives of the upper class and
merchants who oversaw the transformation of Tralee town. This talk will examine the
conditions under which these fashionable coastal retreats emerged - asking whether this
architecture intrudes upon or settles into the local landscape.

Victoria mcCarthy - Villas, Lodges and Designed Landscapes: The Lure of Tralee Bay
In Kerry, the villas and lodges of the Spa and environs reflect the composition of great demesne
landscape gardens, but in miniature. This talk will explore the lure of Tralee Bay and will reflect
on the legacy of these designed landscapes as works of art. 



ARCHITECTURE KERRY / 2025
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Hidden in Plain Sight
Architectural Assets in Photographic and
Video Collections in North Kerry

VeNue: Kerry Writers’ museum, 24 The square, Listowel  V31 rD93
BOOKING VIA: eventbrite.com

The mid-twentieth century witnessed a remarkable
upsurge in community photography, film and
video making in north Kerry. The collections that
survive constitute a remarkable body of intangible
heritage assets in terms of accelerating social
change in rural Ireland. Buried within this archive 
is an extraordinary record of changes in the built
environment, a sort of archaeology on film.

Featuring Brendan Kennelly at Carrigafoyle Castle 
in 1992.

eXHiBiT |  FrIDAy 3rd OCTOBer 2025  |  11.00am

Gardens on the Edge of Europe 
at Glanleam House, Valentia Island
A Celebration of the Designed landscape of Glanleam House

VeNue: Glanleam House, Valentia island
TO BOOK CONTACT: architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie

1.00pm: enjoy short presentations by John Beattie of 
the National Built Heritage Service and Victoria mcCarthy,
Conservation Officer at KCC on designed landscapes in
Kerry and Glanleam.

2.30pm: Led by mark Collins of Dhu Varren Garden,
milltown, explore the wonderful gardens at Glanleam
House, one of Ireland’s most important nineteenth-
century coastal landscapes. Children are welcome and
there will be a ‘find it/do this’ trail throughout the
gardens.

seminar |  SuNDAy 28th SepTemBer 2025  |  1.00pm-4.00pm

Appropriate footwear and clothing is required for the garden tour. Children must be supervised at all times.



All tour bookings and inquiries 
to be made directly with 
tour contacts.  

Parking, access, tour numbers 
and facilities vary. 

• PrIor BooKInG IS ESSEnTIAl.

Please wear correct footwear and 
be advised that some sites may be 
uneven or physically challenging. 
Children must be supervised at all times 
and please note some sites may be 
unsuitable for  young children. 

Kindly liaise directly with individual  tour providers or festival organiser 
if you have any queries.

EVENTS / 

FesTiVaL orGaniser: Victoria mcCarthy / architectural Conservation officer
Kerry County Council / architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie / 066 718 3793

Please note: Numbers to all tours will be restricted based on numbers.

Please see our website architecture.kerrycoco.ie or our social media channels for any updates
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1.   ross Castle
        Ross Road, Killarney, V93 V304

TIme: Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th September / 2.30pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie

entry will be restricted based on numbers. The tour will provide an
outline of life in a medieval tower house and point out defensive
features and some of the 16th and 17th century furnishings. please
be aware that the tour involves climb up narrow spiral stairs for
anyone with mobility issues. 

2.  muckross House
        Muckross, Killarney, V93 CK73

TIme: Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th September / 10am to 4pm
No pre booking required. Please present to the main ticket office and
mention Architecture Kerry Week to staff in order to gain
complimentary admittance.

Visit muckross House in Killarney National park, home of the
Herbert family - an exquisite 19th century Victorian mansion in the
Jacobethan style.

3.  Killarney House and Gardens
         Killarney National Park, Muckross Road, Killarney, V93 HE3C

TIme: Sunday 5th october / 2.30pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: bookingskillarneyhouse@npws.gov.ie
085 858 6393

Enjoy Killarney National Park’s Visitor Centre, its exhibitions, 
and the restored Gardens for free. Please book in advance and
mention Architecture Kerry.

Tour of Killarney House and Historic rooms bringing to life the
history of the Kenmare estate and the last private owners, John,
mary and Sr. pauline mcShain. John mcShain was a building
contractor who was known as ‘The man Who Built Washington’. He
renovated the White House for president Truman and he built the
pentagon, the Jefferson memorial and other famous buildings in
Washington.

ARCHITECTURE KERRY / BUILDING TOURS

KiLLarney area
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4.  Fenit Lighthouse
        Little Samphire Lighthouse, Fenit, Tralee  V92 YT28
TIme:  Saturday 20th September / 12 noon & 2.00pm
             Sunday 21st September / 2.00pm
             Friday 26th, Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th Sept / 11.00am
TO BOOK CONTACT: John Gibney, 066 713 6231 
(please ring between 9.00am -1.00pm)

A 20 minute boat trip to the Island through breath-taking scenery, 
1 hour guided tour of the Lighthouse and Keepers Lodge. Book early
to avoid disappointment. All tours are weather and tide dependant.
It is advisable to have comfortable footwear and rain gear. 
Image courtesy of Caroline Brophy.

5.   House at Ballintobeenig
           Tralee  V92 EY6A

TIme: Saturday 27th September / 3.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: https://bit.ly/SDbooking2 

This greenfield site overlooking Tralee bay was an extremely
sensitive location, needing careful architectural design in order to
reduce the visual impact of a new building on the site. The team at
Sugrue Design have ensured that this split-level dwelling blends into
the landscape, enhancing rather than detracting from the natural
beauty of the hillside. Inside, large glazed openings take in the view
while natural daylight is captured throughout.

6.  House at 6 Clonmore Terrace 
        Cloonbeg, Tralee  V92 E7RN

TIme: Sunday 28th September / 10.00am & 11.00am
TO BOOK: https://bit.ly/SDbooking1

Clonmore Terrace was constructed in the 1910s on a greenfield site
between what was the Fever Hospital and prospect Lodge. more
than 100 years later the team at Sugrue Design have taken a
conservation led approach towards this refurbishment of this
protected structure, which has retained many of its original features.
With the help of the Conservation Advice Scheme and the Built
Heritage Investment Scheme this red bricked terrace property has
been carefully renovated and modernised for a new generation.

ARCHITECTURE KERRY / BUILDING TOURS

TraLee area
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / BUILDING TOURS

7.  House Construction for a Low embodied 
     Carbon Future
        The Kerries, Tralee   V92 V26P

TIme: Saturday 27th September / 11.00am
TO BOOK CONTACT: james@jwpm.ie or 085 2301662

Designed by Oliver Daly Architects, and Structural Design,
Construction Detailing, passive House Design and project
management by JWpm this house is designed to provide high levels
of thermal comfort in winter and summer and good acoustic
performance while utilising lightweight construction. The design
included a passive raft slab, timber frame construction, woodfibre
insulation and a render board cladding system as measures to lower
the embodied carbon of the building construction.

8.  monumental Tralee
        Start at Casement Station finish at the Town Park.

TIme: Saturday 27th September / 2.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: laurence Jones, Tel. 087 660 9381,
laurencejones@eircom.net

This walk investigates the people and events that have been
memorialised in bronze, stone, glass and street names in Tralee.
republicans rub shoulders with imperial soldiers and wealthy
merchants with the forgotten poor among 350 years of architecture.

9.    Pat mcauliffe Plasterworks
Meet outside the Listowel Arms Hotel  V31 V962

TIme: Sunday 5th october / 2.00-3.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie

This is a walking tour around Listowel Town Centre. We will stop
to survey a number of the unique plasterworks of master
craftsman pat mcAuliffe, exploring the architectural forms, artistic
influences, and historic context. 

norTH Kerry area
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / BUILDING TOURS

10.  Valentia Lighthouse experience
            Cromwell Point, Valentia, V23 P680

TIme:  Saturday 4th october and Sunday 5th october / 
             11.00am to 4.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: lighthouse@valentiaisland.ie

embrace the rugged and exposed elements of the south west coast
and gain an understanding into what life was like for a lightkeeper
and their families on Valentia Island. Located in one of the most
scenic points on the edge of europe, Valentia Lighthouse is home to
the most westerly harbour light on mainland Ireland. This light
guides vessels from the sea and leads them through the northern
entrance of Valentia Harbour and up past Harbour rock. 

11.  Valentia Transatlantic Cable station
         eighth Wonder experience
            Farranreagh, Valentia Island, V23 H685

TIme: Saturday 4th october and Sunday 5th october / 
             11.00am to 4.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: lighthouse@valentiaisland.ie

Over 150 years ago, Valentia Island was at the centre of a revolution
that changed the world - and now you can discover why, at Valentia
Cable Station. eighth Wonder is a new interactive installation that
reveals the astounding story of the transatlantic cable laid between
Valentia and Newfoundland.

No parking on the premises (parking available across from the
Church of the Immaculate Conception).

12. Valentia slate Quarry
Dohill, Valentia Island, V23 XY99

TIme: Sunday 5th october / 11.00am
TO BOOK CONTACT: architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie

Valentia Slate opened in 1816 and continues in operation. It is the
only slate quarry remaining in Ireland, the only underground quarry
in Ireland, the oldest unchanged business premises in Ireland and
the most westerly quarry in europe! The quarry produces lowest
carbon construction and furnishing products. This tour is about the
history, heritage and operations of the quarry. This is a working
quarry so kindly wear appropriate clothing and footwear.

soUTH Kerry area
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / BUILDING TOURS

13. Derrynane House
             Doire Fhíonáin Mór, Cathair Dónall, Co. Chiarraí, V23 FX65

TIme: Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th September / 2.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie

Guided tour of the ancestral home of Daniel O’Connell offers an
insight into both the public figure and the private man.  explore
rooms where he studied, dined, and co-ordinated his campaigns.
See original artefacts, personal belongings, and political
memorabilia that bring his remarkable story to life.

14. Cotter’s Cottage
            Knocknagoshal  V92 R9P5

TIme:  Saturday 27th September / 11.00am & 1.00pm
             Sunday 28th September / 11.00am & 1.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: architecturekerry@kerrycoco.ie

Join us for an exclusive guided tour of Cotter's Cottage, a beautifully
renovated 200-year-old vernacular home in Knocknagoshel, Co.
Kerry. Hosted by Kieran Cotter, the owner and renovator, this tour
will explore the highs and lows of self-building a traditional cottage,
offering unique insights into the restoration journey. The renovation
featured on the popular rTe show The Great House Revival. We’ll also
discuss how the Vacant property refurbishment Grant from Kerry
County Council helped bring this historic home back to life.

15. Ballyferriter site Visit/House Tour
            Ballyoughteragh South, Ballyferriter  V92 X4P2

TIme: Friday 26th September / 10.00am
BOOK VIA: eventbrite.com

perched on the rugged headland of Ceann Sibéal, Kerry, the house
sits low and grounded, hunkering into the landscape as a shield
against the Atlantic weather. This project re-examines the Irish rural
bungalow as a cultural and spatial typology.

Full ppe required: Hard hat, high vis and site boots required. 
Please note: entry will not be permitted without PPe.

CasTLeisLanD-CorCa DHUiBHne area



20

ARCHITECTURE KERRY / CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS

Children’s events
LOCATION: College Square, reens Pharmacy and environs 
LAuNCH: 24th September / 4.00pm - Everybody welcome  
exHIBITION DurATION: Until March 2026

This is a Kerry Local Creative youth partnership project
which has been working with children in Killarney on
an art-based re-imagination of architecture. It is
proposed to host a formal launch of the exhibition with
the participating children and their parents/guardians.
re-imagining Killarney Streetscapes at the Architecture
Kerry Festival depicts the town of Killarney through the
eyes of young artists who have explored the built
environment and made some changes on how they
would like to see things!  

Two groups of children have created murals that
reimagine their built and natural environment. Their
work is a celebration of imagination and freedom,
where the process of making is as important as the
finished mural. Facilitated by David Fortune and 
rachel O’Shea, me+The moon.

KiLLarney / BrinGinG arT To KiLLarney’s sTreeTsCaPes

This project is funded by Creative Ireland.

With thanks to Streetscapes Partner Reens Pharmacy.
A Kerry Local Creative Youth Partnership Project for
Architecture Kerry.  

KERRY

A Local Creative Youth Partnership

exHIBITION LAuNCH: St. John’s Theatre and Arts Centre, 
36 The Square, listowel, V31 Dw21
wednesday 8th october / 12 noon

A number of senior students of presentation Secondary
School, Listowel, have been exploring ‘Celtic revival’
plasterwork in Listowel. Over the course of two workshops
they are designing and creating their very own Celtic-
inspired Cast plaster plaques with Natalie Deegan of
ArTlab tralee. Natalie has a B.A. in Fashion Design from
NCAD, Dublin and a Higher Diploma in Art and Design
education from LSAD, Technological university of the
Shannon.

This project is funded by Creative Ireland.

LisToWeL / arT in arCHiTeCTUre WITH ArTLAB
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS

ConsTrUCT a LeGo HoUse (age 7+)
KILLOrGLIN V93 e221: Friday 26th September /  3.30pm-4.30pm
CAHerCIVeeN V23 H523: Saturday 27th September /  11am-12pm
CAHerCIVeeN V23 H523: Saturday 27th September /  3pm-4pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: Killorglin library, 066 976 1272 or 
Caherciveen library, 066 947 2287

Construct a Lego House uses the best known building material on the planet -
Lego. participants will construct a Lego house for Architecture Kerry 2025 and as
an added bonus - we will introduce a methodology to add paper, fabric and other
materials to the house. Houses can be made using these materials or bricks!

TinKerCaD - inTroDUCTion To 3D moDeLLinG  (age 10+)
LISTOWeL: Monday 29th September / 11am-12pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: listowel library, 068 23044

Introduce participants to creating basic, simple 3D models. These models can
be exported and printed on all 3D printers.

Tralee library :            10.00am - 11.15am
V92 X092                       11.30am-12.45pm
(26th Sept)                    1.00pm-2.15pm
                                           
Killarney library:       11.30am - 12.45pm (5-8yrs)
V93 yE35                        11.30am-12.45pm (5-8yrs)
(27th Sept)                    1.00pm-2.15pm (9-12yrs)

FOr BOOKINGS: Contact Tralee library, 066 712 1200 
or Killarney library, 064 663 2655

Build your own mini house from scratch and wire it up
to a 7 different colour LeD changeable light. Discover
how architecture is a science. It calls for intricate
mathematical computations as well as a thorough
comprehension of physics and material properties. 
But it's also an art, needing imagination, inventiveness,
and a sense of beauty.  

LisToWeL, CaHerCiVeen & KiLLorGLin / ConsTrUCT a LeGo HoUse

TraLee & KiLLarney /  sTemWizz BUiLDinG WorKsHoPs 
                                                     - BeCome an arCHiTeCT For a Day

STEM Architecture workshops |
www.stemwizz.com

TIme: Friday 26th & Saturday 27th September /  
AGe: Primary School /  Max 20 per workshop
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / KERRY COUNTY MUSEUM

SCHOOL eVeNT

niall de Búrca’s Tales of the Viking age
TIme: Tuesday 30th - Friday 3rd october 2025
TO BOOK CONTACT: education@kerrymuseum.ie

Niall de Búrca, a traditional storyteller from the west of Ireland, will be
performing tales of the Viking Age at Kerry County museum. This special event
is free for participants of the museum’s annual school outreach projects: the
Heritage Hunters Award for primary schools and the Kerry young Historian
Award for secondary schools. 

This is a free event, but booking is necessary. 

Kerry CoUnTy mUseUm eVeNTS
Denny Street, Tralee  V92 CXE3
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ARCHITECTURE KERRY / KERRY COUNTY MUSEUM    

FAmILy eVeNT

make your own Dolls House
TIme: Saturday 27th September / 11.00am - 4.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: education@kerrymuseum.ie

Did you know that dollhouses were originally designed for adults? First built in the 17th century,
they were closely associated with wealth and served as markers of social class and status. recently,
the museum received a donation of a beautiful dolls house, which will be on display during the
Architecture Kerry festival for the first time. Inspired by its intricate design, families can get crafty
and make their own mini dolls house to take home.  This free drop-in family workshop is fun for all
ages. 

niall de Búrca’s Tales of the Viking age
TIme: Saturday 4th october / 12 noon & 2.00pm
TO BOOK CONTACT: education@kerrymuseum.ie

Niall de Búrca, a traditional storyteller from the west of Ireland, will be performing tales of the Viking
Age at Kerry County museum. Hugely popular with audience of all ages, Niall has shared the Irish
storytelling tradition on six continents. This special event is free, but booking is essential.

eVeNING eVeNT

Kerry young Historian award & Living History Presentation
TIme: wednesday 24th September / 7.00pm
FOr FurTHer INFOrmATION: education@kerrymuseum.ie

7.00pm:  aWarD Ceremony For Kerry yoUnG HisTorian aWarD 2025
This is an award ceremony to announce the winner of the Kerry young Historian Award 2025. Its
aim is to support secondary school students throughout Kerry to research and explore their local
heritage and history, and to instil best research practice in the development of archival research.
This is a joint event by Kerry County museum, the Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society and
Kerry County Council. participating students will be invited to present their essays. 

In association with Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society, History Teachers’
Association Kerry Branch, Tralee Education Support Centre, Heritage Council of
Ireland



Bookings with individual tour contacts are necessary for building tours and several are suitable for children (accompanied by adults for all tours).  Please note some tours are
on uneven ground or in sites that are undergoing work so please dress appropriately with suitable footwear and be aware of your own ability to participate in these tours.

Numbers to tours may be restricted. All events are correct at time of print - please see our website architecture.kerrycoco.ie or our social media channels for any updates

BUILDING TOURS & EVENTS

2025

KERRY

A Local Creative Youth Partnership

NBHSNBHS An tSeirbhís Oidhreachta 
Tógtha Náisiúnta 
National Built
Heritage Service

saturday 20th september
12.00 & 2pm       Fenit lighthouse Tour

sunday 21st september
2.00pm                  Fenit lighthouse Tour

Thursday 25th september
6.30pm                  Peripheral Vision, st. James’church, dingle

Friday 26th september
10.00am                Ballyferriter site Visit/House Tour
11.00am                Fenit lighthouse Tour
10.00-5.00pm    Kingdom of skills exhibition and Talks

saturday 27th september
9.30am                  The Massacre at dún an Óir, An díseart, dingle
10.00-4.00pm    Muckross House Tour, Killarney
11.00am                low carbon new Build, The Kerries, Tralee
11.00am                cotter’s cottage Tour
11.00am                Fenit lighthouse Tour
10.00-5.00pm    Kingdom of skills exhibition and Talks
1.00pm                  cotter’s cottage Tour
2.00pm                  Monumental Tralee Tour
2.30pm                  Ross castle Tour, Killarney
2.00pm                  derrynane House Tour, caherdaniel
3.00pm                  House Tour at Ballintobeenig

sunday 28th september
10.00-4.00pm    Muckross House Tour, Killarney
10am & 11am     clonmore Terrace House Tour
11.00am                Fenit lighthouse Tour
11.00am                cotter’s cottage Tour
1.00pm                  Gardens on the edge of europe, Glanleam 
1.00pm                  cotter’s cottage Tour

1.45pm                  Be an Architect for a day, An díseart, dingle
2.00pm                  derrynane House Tour, caherdaniel
2.30pm                  Ross castle Tour, Killarney

Friday 3rd october
11.00am               Hidden in Plain sight, Kerry Writers’ Museum
3.30pm                  Re-Imaging caherdaniel exhibition

saturday 4th october
10.00am               The spa & Its environs in Tralee Bay
11.00-4.00pm    Valentia lighthouse experience
11.00-4.00pm    Valentia Transatlantic cable station

sunday 5th october
11.00-4.00pm    Valentia lighthouse experience
11.00-4.00pm    Valentia Transatlantic cable station
11.00am                Valentia slate Quarry 
2.30pm                  Killarney House and Gardens Tour
2.00pm                  Pat McAuliffe Plasterworks Tour, listowel

CHILDREN’S EVENTS
•   Art in Architecture with Artlab / listowel 
•   streetscapes with Me + The Moon / Killarney
•  construct a lego House with Makermeet.ie / caherciveen 
    & Killorglin library
•  Introduction to 3d Modelling with Makermeet.ie / listowel
•   stemwizz Building Workshops / Tralee & Killarney library
•   niall de Búrca’s Tales of the Viking Age / Kerry county Museum
•   Make your own dolls House / Kerry county Museum
•   Kerry Young Historian & living History Presentation /   
    Kerry county Museum

For further details: architecture.kerrycoco.ie


